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n Hampshire and Dorsot,

The Watercress Company

has been producing
walsrcrass since the 1850
and more racantly olnac 'y
crops. Bul a= wel 83 being
steaped in history, the
company has successfully
mamed the phiocsophy of
traditional standards of guality
and value and the Importance
of farming In harmeny with
the enviconment.

Tha Watarcress Company’s
Imprassive haritege of
production has lead to the
Supply base being developed
Jcross 14 farms in the two
gounties and also sites in
Spain and the US, It now
grows traditiona and red
watarcress, as wall as a
mumber of baby leaf crops
Including: Rocket. Chinesa
Beassicas, Spinach, rad
Shard, letiuos und pea
Shoots. Organc walsciss 8
Produced on nines haclans
SPit between the UK and
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crops to ensure they are
aware of tho value for money.
For exampia, aven though we
=l a salac product generally
asanciatad with the summer,
bacausa of its health benefits,
walsroiess Nas aways done
very wel 4t the beginning of
the yaar as people thing
about dists and fitness," he
telis The Commercial
Greanhouse Grower.
“Interestingly In the fast year
or 50 tho carker leaf products
have done well and the

ighter mufed ones have taken
2 hil " A prasecoe on
television this ysar includiog
on BBC's Countryfile has had
a 'huge effect’ on sales-
boosting them oy JUY, says
Mr Amery. "It s also down to
the weathar; this aiways
challenges the way we sed,”
he adds. *A bad July and
August Tks we had this year,
meaans the rataiiens don't
have he o
the store ard rm:(h(" uns
short and pecpie gel pul off,
out Apri and May wers good
for us and it was a good start
to the year,” he adds

In the ficld, consistent quality
Is important. Challenges this
year have nduded an
Increase in cerdlan pests. "We
have baan working with
Vanous organisationg to work

oul the best way of
minimising damage (o the
crop. IU's a particular
challenge; because of our
close relationship with spring
water we are restricted in
what we can use on the
crop. Sometimes the best
way is to work with natural
solutions and often thinking
differently works just a3 well
when tackling these lypes of
problems.” Recenlly, lhe
company has installed several
bat boxes on sits to
encourage these nocturnal
insect predators to eat the
pests that can cause damage
and contamination at harvesl.
It has also hired a falconer 1o
fly birds across the
watercress beds to scare
away the pigeons who
damage the crop.

But The Watercress
Company stlll has to deal
with the sarne challenges as
every ather horticultural
business. "Rising input costs
have of colirse been a
concern,” says Mr Amery. “In
my mind there are two ways
of dealing with thern;
negotiate harder and deliver
savings through efficiency
and working together with
other growers and
businesses to cul cosls.” He
adds: “Combining purchasing

power and sharing the
resource cost with other
companies can mean the
burden is spread. With
suppliers it's about how you
buy. Buying fuel, for exampie,
from a company that buys on
a daily basis can be cheaper
on a faling market than one
that buys larger quantilies on

Managing director, Tom
Amery, says getting the ‘offer’
right to the consumer is more
important than ever.
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a less regular basis,
Upgrading equipment and
just checking its efficiency
rating can all save money,”
says Mr Amery.

Automation is also on the
agenda, aithough this Is quite
difficult to implement with the
traditional watercress beds.
“These are quite irregular in
size: 1o one bed is the same
so automation is quite
difficult. But as a company
we have found it beneficial
and we have invested for the
baby leaf part of the
business,” says Mr Amery.
What has been surprising In
2011 is the continual increase
in organic sales. "Given the
fact that organics has besn
having a rough ride of it in the
last few years with pcople
cutting back on their

ia-vg yomy

shopping budgets, organic
waleroress sales have
continued to rise. | think this
comes down lo the facl il is &
very stable product,” says
fom Amery.

The Farms

The company's 14 farms are
spread across the Hampshire
region. Drayton is one of its
largest UK farms situated on
& 28 acre site, 2 miles north
sas| of New Alresford,
Hampshire. The farm is spiit
into 9 tier sections and has a
total ot 32 beds. At the height
of summer it can produce
over 32 tonnes of watercress
In one production cycle. This
sile is important for the
company as it is from here
that it is able to pack and
deliver the watercress within

an hour of harvesting,
ensuring maximum freshness.

In Dorsel, Waddock Cross
Farm is the biggest. This 12
acrs farm situated 7 miles
downstream from Dorchester
on a tributary of the River
Frome is used in the UK
season as the company’s
distribution centre. The farm
IS home to a unique arteslan
spring pond. The springs can
be seen through the crystal
clear water as hypnotic
waves in the sand at the
bottom of the pond.

In the US, the company's
farm is situated inland trom
the Gulf Coast of Florida.
Myakka City has a perfect
environment for growing
watercress. Its cooling
coastal winds guarantes that
temperatures are kept low

suiting the growth of this
aquatic plant. The fam totals
450 acres including 50 acres
of nalure reserve and a total
of 42 acres of watercress
beds. The farm is fea by pure
borehole water ensuring that
the water supply quality is
regulated and assured.

Finca Ful farm In Spain was
the built near Jerez by B&M
in the mid 1980's and was
purchased by The Watercress
Company at its founding in
1994, Starting as an
experimental farm, this area
of Spain Is geographically
ideal for watercress
production and is well known
as a sherry growing area.
Situated near the coast, this
18 acre farm has cool Atlantic
winds providing a micro
climals perfect for walsrcress
production. Finca Fui also
houses the distribution centre
for all our Spanish produce.
There are also two other
farms in Spain.

Environmental control
As part of ITYS fam
management policies both in
the UK and overseas the
Walercress Company
complies with many different
production standards and
schemes, including Tesco
Nurture, Marks and Spencer
Field to Fork, Leaf Marque,
Assured Produce Scheme,
and Globalgap. They are also
members of SEDEX which
allows the company o share
ethical data with its supply ¢
chain.

The Watercress Company is
always striving to improve
and develop its management
practices in conjunction with
the schemes including such
things as:

Reductions in fertiliser and
pesticide usage, IPM

Shaker belts on harvesters fo
reduce insect conlaminants.
Efficlencies In energy and
water usage and the
enhancement of wildiife

habilals. *




